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Daisy Stevens Rojas grew up in Albemarle County and graduated from Albemarle High
School. In the early 2000s as a single mom, Daisy enrolled her children in Albemarle
County Bright Stars, at then Agnor Hurt Elementary School. She and her children received
counseling from CYFS (now Ready Kids). Some of her groceries came from the Blue Ridge
Area Food Bank and Loaves and Fishes. She felt supported by the community of

Charlottesville and the programs and services that were necessary to help her start over.

Over the next nine years, Daisy worked two jobs, got married, and had her third and fourth
child. During this period she graduated from PVCC, started a business with her husband,
and then went on to get two degrees from the University of Virginia. A double major in
Anthropology and Latin American Studies led her to publish research articles on minority

group experiences, education, business, health and financial topics.

While raising 4 children who all attended ACPS schools, she helped her husband grow his
business into a multi-stat firm. Then in 2013, Daisy and her husband Geiner Rojas won the
Chuck Lewis Passion Award, an honor that goes to local entrepreneurs who overcome

adversity and contribute to the Charlottesville-area economy.

Later in grad school, Daisy was chosen for a leadership seminar with President Emeritus

John Casteen. From which she also published her research related to education finance.

Since her early years, Daisy has been involved in education and community development.
Her efforts have garnered more than $20 million in funds while she served in various roles
as Associate Director at The Covenant School, development officer at the UVA Office of
Development, research consultant for the Darden School of Business, researcher for the
Curry School of Education and Director for United Way before opening her own practice as

an Investment Advisor.

Professionally she is credited as an expert in her areas of knowledge with several

published articles which may be accessed here: https://virginia.academia.edu/DaisyRojas




As a serial volunteer, Daisy has a broad history of service:

» Editor, Jjournal of Anthropology and Humanism

» Editor, Journal of Anthropology and Business

» Co-chair, Dialogue on Race Economic Work Group

+ Co-chair, Albemarle County School Board Long Range Planning Advisory Committee
« Facilitator, Charlottesville Minority Business Council

» Organizer, 1st annual Charlottesville Minority Busfness Conference

« Consultant, Piedmont Council for the Arts: Create Charlottesville Initiative
« Classroom volunteer, Jack Jouett Middle School, ESOL aid

+ Volunteer Teacher, Church of the Incarnation, ESOL for Adult Learners

« President, Albemarle County Rotary Club

« Founder, Families Helping Families

« President, louett middle school PTO

« Committee member, Special Education Advisory Council

+ Committee member, Family council

» Volunteer, Loaves & Fishes

« Director, The Cultural Exchange Institute






